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This document tells the story of how St Vincent de Paul Society
Victoria and VincentCare joined together for Reconciliation



As the St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria and
VincentCare have planned for the future and
come together, so too has the important work of
the RAP Committees. 

VincentCare began their reconciliation processes
in 2019 when they launched a Reflect
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). 

In 2019, St Vincent de Paul Society established
the Reconciliation Action Plan Committee,
working with experts to develop a Reflect RAP
which was launched in 2021.

In May 2021 a decision was made to form one
RAP Committee and integrate the two RAP Plans
based on the belief that working together would
mean we can achieve greater reach and impact in
the area of reconciliation.

 

A new combined committee and working group
structure was co-designed by all current RAP
contributors between May and August 2021.

This new structure is now in operation and has
integrated the two plans to form a single Reflect
Reconciliation Action Plan for the group.

This document outlines the details of the new
combined St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria
Reconciliation Action Plan for 2021 - 2022. 

The committee is grateful to everyone who has
contributed to this process so far and looks
forward to every step that brings us closer to
reconciliation.
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Combining the Reconciliation Action Plan 2020-2021



We have been delighted to work with and
learn from Melbourne artist and Gunditjmara
woman Karen Lovett since 2019. 

Karen's colourful piece “Helpful
Hands” (pictured below left) hangs proudly in
many of our sites across Victoria.

The painting is the story of Karen and her
family, her discovery of the First Nations
Peoples’ journeys and finding her own
way back to Country. The painting graces
the cover of VincentCare’s Reflect RAP
(where Karen’s story also features) and we
were delighted to continue to partner with
Karen for the St Vincent de Paul Society
Reflect RAP in 2020.

Karen’s bold, blue painting “Emus” (pictured
below right) was just right for the Society
Reflect RAP report. The painting, too, is
about family, but the three emus are also
clearly on the move, representing the long
journey towards reconciliation.

Karen now forms part of the combined RAP
Committee playing a valuable role as we
continue to make progress in this space. 

You can read Karen's stories in the original
Reflect RAP reports linked below.
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Karen Lovett



Prayer for Reconciliation
 

Holy Spirit, we pray that the St Vincent de Paul Society be a place in which the First Peoples of Australia
are welcomed and deeply respected. May the Elders be blessed and honoured. May this sacred land of

ours truly inspire us to come together as one. Renew our hearts as we heal one another and build a future
based on mercy, justice, faith, hope, and love. May we listen and learn from each other as we walk

together in a profound spirit of reconciliation.
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Honour and Respect

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners
 

St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria and VincentCare provide programs and services on traditional
Aboriginal lands across Victoria. 

We acknowledge the richness, diversity, and sophistication of the cultures of First Nations peoples. 
We acknowledge with sorrow the wrongs of the past that have taken place and continue into today. 
We pay deep respects to Elders past and present and honour the strong leadership that is evident in

the emerging Elders of tomorrow. 
We hope to partner together and work to build a more just and compassionate society for the Traditional

Owners of this land.



Chair: Marie Murfet
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The combined St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria RAP Committee was co-
designed and comprises of the below structure.

Relationships and
Partnerships

Respect and
Recognition

Opportunity and
Capability

Governance and
Accountability

First Nations Advisor: Karen Lovett and Nicole Caulfield

Lead
Danny Tilkeridis

 
Team
Paul Turton 
Marion Olen 
Tony Clarke 
Brad Stephensen 
Karen McKenzie 

 
 

Lead
Sarah Cromie

 
Team
Gail Wilkins
Barb Anglin  
Helen Cutajar
Allyson Yenco
Sue Turner

 
 

Lead
Dimitra Macras 

 
Team
Marie Murfet
Ashish Dhingra 
Linette Etheredge 
Mark Stoneley 
Member/Volunteer 

 
 

Lead
Paul Turton

 
Team
The RAP Committee 
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Sponsor: Cassandra Hatton

Leads of the RAP working groups
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The combined RAP Governance Committee is comprised of a Chair, Sponsor, First Nations Advisor
and the Leads of the RAP Working Group subcommittees. Together the Governance Committee
work towards executing the combined Reconciliation Action Plan. 

The RAP working group is a passionate group of leaders from across the Society and VincentCare
that play a significant role in leading and implementing the Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP).
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Below we have outlined the details of the St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria
Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan

RELATIONSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS
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OPPORTUNITY AND CAPABILITY
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RESPECT AND RECOGNITION 

GOVERNANCE
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If you would like to learn more refer to the Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan
from your organisation. Both available on our intranet. 


